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This memorandum is in response to your request for a definitive 
chronology of the custodianship, transfer, and events related to the 
autopsy data and autopsy materials of President John F. Kennedy. 

According to Warren Commission documents and recent interviews with 
Burke Marshall, Esq., the representative for the Kennedy family in these 
matters, and Mrs . Evelyn Lincoln, President Kennedy's former secretary 
and others, I report the following: 



NOVEMBER 22, 1963 

1. Upon completion of the autopsy performed on President John F. 

Kennedy, at Bethesda Naval Medical Center, Secret Service agents 
requested and received from Navy Corpsmen all photographs, X-rays, 
and all other related "autopsy material." 

NOTE: In a telephone conversation with Lt. Cmdr. Reeves, Chief of 

Patient Affairs, Bethesda Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Md. , on 
11/5/75, ". . .normally all autopsy information, or any other evidence, 
would remain in the government's custody. . .and would be sent to 
St. Louis, Missouri for future storage..." 

2. This "autopsy material" was delivered to Roy H. Kellerman, Assistant 
Special Agent in Charge, U.S. Secret Service, who in turn, delivered 
these "autopsy materials" to: 

3. Robert I. Bouck , U.S. Secret Service, at the Executive Offices Building 
Washington, D.C. 
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ON OR ABOUT NOVEMBER 27, 1963 

4. On or about November 27, 1963, Bouck delivered unexposed film and 
undeveloped X-rays to James K. Fox , a Secret Service employee, who 
delivered them to the: 

5. U.S. Navy Photographic Laboratory for developing by Lt. V. Madonia , 

U.S. Navy. Fox •‘remained with the film during processing, and upon 
returning to the Executive Offices Building, returned them to: 

6. Bouck , who then locked them in a safe. 

NOTE: Independent investigations have yet to determine if in fact all 

X-rays, all film, all medical evidence, and all other related autopsy 
materials remained in the custody of the Secret Service from about 
November 27, 1963 to April 22, 1965; or if during this period, a "transfer 
of custody" was made from the Secret Service to Vice Admiral George G. 

Burkley, The White House Physician. 

APRIL 22, 1965 ' * " 

7. In a letter from Robert F. Kennedy (attached) to Vice Admiral George G. 
Burkley, Physician to The White House, Burkley was authorized to 
transfer the "autopsy materials" to Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln, President 
Kennedy's former personal secretary, at the National Archives where 
Mrs. Lincoln had been working on the Presidential Papers. 

NOTE: According to Mrs. Lincoln (telephone interview on 11/6/75), she 
was on the staff at the time of the Kennedy Presidential Library which is 
under the auspices of the National Archives. Assistant Archivist, Marion 
Johnson, insists however that "...we never had (the autopsy materials). 

They were only in courtesy storage." (Meeting with Johnson, Mark Eckhoff, 

Chief, Legislative, Fiscal, and Judicial Division within Civil Archives Division, 
and Subcommittee staff, 10/7/75) 

In a letter to the Subcommittee dated October 17, 1975, Acting 
Archivist James E. O'Neill, states, "Mrs. Lincoln was not a member of the 
staff of the National Archives and had no authority to accession research 
materials for the National Archives." 

APRIL 25, 1965 

8. In a "letter of gift" signed by Mrs. Jacqueline B. Kennedy, 

Robert F. Kennedy, and Edward M. Kennedy, executors, dated 4/25/65, 
a transfer of custody, control, and title to the Presidential 
historical materials of John F. Kennedy was made to the United 
States Government. This "letter of gift" is now in the possession 
of the Office of Presidential Libraries. 
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According to correspondence from Acting Archivest James E. O'Neill 
to this Subcommittee, dated October 17, 1975, "The letter of gift 
is a general legal instrument and, together with related correspond- 
ence, reflects a generalized transfer of property. There is no 
specific reference to access by Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln to any portions 
of these materials. We have asked the archival staff at the Kennedy 
Library to examine finding aids and pertinent files among their 
holdings, and they liave reported that they are unable to identify 
any documentation there relating to the transfer of personal effects 
and autopsy materials of the late President, access by Mrs. Lincoln, 
or correspondence relating to the transfer of items from Mrs. Lincoln 
to Miss Novello, Robert Kennedy's former secretary." 

v APRIL 26, 1965 : 

9. Vice Admiral Burkley in a letter to Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln (attached) 
transferred all "...the items (on the attached list) relating to the 
autopsy of the late President John F. Kennedy," Pursuant to the 
instructions of Robert F. Kennedy (see attached). 

10. Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln received a footlocker of autopsy records, data, 

and related materials at the National Archives in Room 409 (see attached) 
from Admiral Burkley and Robert Bouck. 

NOTE: On August 27, 1972, in an article by Fred Graham". . .Mrs. Lincoln. . .said 

that Admiral Burkley delivered a locked chest to her at the Archives and that 
a few days later Angie Nevelle (sic), Robert Kennedy's secretary, arrived 
and took it away. Mrs. Lincoln said that she had not looked inside the 
chest or read Admiral Burkley 's inventory." 

In a telphone interview with Mrs. Lincoln (11/6/75) she said that 
. she is certain there was a "letter of transfer" mentioning Ms. Angie Novello, 
and that this letter should be at Archives. 

OCTOBER 29. 1966 

11. On October 29, 1966, a letter signed by Burke Marshall, Esq., the 
Kennedy's representative, addressed to the Honorable Lawson B. Knott, Jr., 
Administrator of General Services, the parent body of the National 
Archives, states: "...that the personal effects of the late President 
which were gathered as evidence by the President's Commission on the 
Assassination of President Kennedy, as well as certain other materials 
relating to the assassination, should be deposited, safeguarded and 
preserved in the Archives of the United States as material of historical 
importance." 

In a telephone interview with Mr. Marshall on November 5, 1975, he 
said that this "letter of transfer" was not initiated by him or by the 
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Kennedy family, and neither was it drafted by him or the Kennedy 
family, but rather it was initiated and drafted by the General 
Services Administration and National Archvies. 



NOVEMBER 1, 1966 : V : •• 

• ■ ■ ■■ ■ ■ " ■ ' * f , 

12. On November 1, 4966, a "Report of Inspection" by Naval Medical Staff 
at the National; Archives of all X-rays and photographs of the autopsy 
of President John F. Kennedy was conducted. 

"...the undersigned individuals jointly examined the items 
of photographic' material described below which were repre- 
sented to us by Dr. James B. Rhoads, Deputy Archivist of the 
United States, to be the material listed in Appendix B of a 
letter dated October 29, 1966 from Burke Marshall..." (see 
/ attached) 



NOTE: The article "Rules For X-Rays of Kennedy Given: Archives Releases 

Text of Agreement Transferring Records of the Autopsy," appeared in the 
New York Times 1/6/68, and listed only (7) seven paragraphs of materials 
related to the autopsy, whereas, in the inventory of autopsy material signed 
by Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln, there are (9) nine paragraphs listed, (see attached) 
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Dr. Burkteyi - 

* V^r-V-. 



'•? ' / T,‘ls v.-iil riiihori-o-ycu to roloaso to ny c ! ^i-oiy all 
: ^ v • rv of the melerlal of Kresideat Kennedy, of which you 
liave personal laiowledge, and now bemcf neld by the 
Secret Sorvice^ - 




rp^toriai ugj -y - 

to ’Mrs. : - Evelyn Lincoln at the National Archives? 

I pv>i sending ci cony of tins loiter to r.irs, Lincoln . 
vath instructions that tills mrlorial is not to he re- 
leased to anyone wltl.ovt ray written permission, and 
approval. 

Sincerely, • . 



Robert' F. Kennedy 



Vice Adm. George G. Berkley 
Physician to the President 
The Write House \ 

Waohinolon, D» G. 

cc/Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln .. „ 



s. ••• . 
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April 26, 1965 
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Mrs. Evtlyn Lincoln ./• ■ 

National Archives . ,• ' - 

•* Washington, D. C. u 

Dear Mrs. Lincoln: -y . ' : ':; 

In accordance with authorization dated April 22, 
1965 from Senator Robert F. Kennedy, the items on the 
attached list relating to the autopsy of the late 
President John F. Kennedy are herewith transferred to 
the Archives for your custody, and in accordance with 
the instructions contained in Senator Kennedy's letter. 

y 9 • 

Yours sincerely. 



George GUBurkley 
Vice Admiral, MC, USN 
Physician to the President 
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TiLM^FFRRLD TO HRS; LINCOLN, NATIONAL AKG1IVES, APRIL 2 6, 156S 

V;:- - V ' v.-:.r ;■ 

1. One- broken casket handle j • ' . * • 

: 2. Envelopes numbered 1 to 1C containing block and white negatives 
'■* of photographs taken at tine of autopsy 

3. ’ 7 envelopes containing 4x5 negatives of autopsy material 

4. ' 5 envelopes containing f x s exposed filra containing no image 

s’/- 'i r0 n of exposed film from a color camera entirely blacl: with 
* no inage apparent ’ V-. * • 

0 Er.velopo containing ?- X-ray negatives 14" x 17"; f> X-ray negatives 
JO" X 12"; 12 blade and white prints 11" x 14"; 17 black end white 
prints 14" x 17"; all negatives and prints pertaining to X-rays 
f ‘ ‘ that were token at the autopsy . . 

7. “36 R" r. 10" black and white prints - autopsy photos .*•••■ 

37 3 1/2" x 4 j/2" black and white - prints - autopsy photos 
27 color positive transparencies 4’’ x 5" 

■ 1 unexposed piece of color film 

R. 27 4 ' x 5" color negatives of autopsy photographs 

• . 55 £•’ x 10" color prints of autopsy photographs 

9. 1 plastic box 9 x 6 1/2" x 1" containing paraffin blocks of tissue 

•" sections * . . , 

1 plastic box containing paraffin Mocks of tissue sections plus 

‘35 slides ' - * 

k third box containing £4 slides _ 

. 1 stainless steel cc-j.tainor 7" in ciar ctcr x 2" containing gross - - 

material » , . , ■ ... 

3 wooden boxes; each 7" x 3 1/2 - : x 1 1/4 ’. containing Sf slides— 

blood smears taken at various tides' during life 
— Complete autopsy protocol of President Kennedy (orig. fi 7 cc’sj - 
’ ’ Original signed by Dr. 3!uir-os, pathologist * 

. / Letter of troxroittal of autopsy report (oi-ig. f. 1 cc) . 

Office "crwiramUix fren daces K. fox to SAIC bc-uck Nov. 20, JSf>3, 
concerning the piocessing cf film in the presence of Lt.(jg) l. 

' I'adoni o , . TS.Vfori g . S, 2 cos) 



(Orig-/, 1 cc) 




Certificate of dost ruction cf preliro.; ~\y «2rcft riOtes or* vxotocol 
of au».opsy (1 cc sl&ri od by Dr. J. J. * :es) 

; - * *’ • J ' ' . ' *. * ' - 

Cri^* 6 1 cc one xerox roproouctl : of m’evo frors Cordr. John II. 

FAersolc, W.C., U.S.W. , Acting Chief i Radiology, to l-.oy )}. 
F.cJlei-ftsn, ASA IQ, 'J. S. Secret Service, rccar«5i:»g X-ray fil^s 
dated' 11 -?2-t}3. 

-V. 



• t >*l . * - 




ice of Jotter cited Coe. 5, 1063 fvor-i r.AIC F-ouclc to Capt. J. II. Stover, 
' Jr., MC, CSX, concerning graphic fils holders, ... • * 

2 page tx-no fro:3 Captain Stover, ISC, USN, ?’ov . 22, 1063 to Toy li. 

• .Xcllcrsait concerning receipt of phctciirapMc material. . . 




'^go'T^jT^lTicy * <-X 

Vice A*»iraJ, >SC, USK ^ 

Physician to ths President 



■fatnesses : 




. -M^cA . 

/p y . /?. 3 "?;'' yC^y^- 
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New York Times, Saturday, January 6, 1968 



RULES FOR X-RAYS 



( Archives Releases Text of 
Agreement Transferring 
Records of Ihe Autopsy 



7 he text of Kennedy letter 
unit be found on Page 15. 



5**tUI M Till M»t »#/« T»i 

WASHINGTON. Jan. 5— The 
National Archives maJe public 
today the text of the afreement I 
under which autopsy photo- 
graphs and X-oys of President 
Kennedy’s body will he hc’.d 
secret until OcL 29/ 1371. 

kobert II. Bahmer. director 
of the Archives, released the 
text of the agreement under 
whhh the Kennedy family 
turned the autopsy maleriil 
over to the Archives 

Persons who have seen the 
ES X-rays, black-and-white 
photographs and color trans- 
parencies that were taken dur 
ing the m.f.vp-:* xav thev give 
strong >up|NH L to the Warren; 
ComH"Va..M*s t • rf;ct|i<S*.t! lln»Vj 

Lee Harvey 'Oswald acted: 
•lone in killing President Ken- 
nedy— 

Given to Family 
They were given to the Ken- 



ne y laimlv hv ~ th e, Xecrcl 1 
Kervice immediately after . the 




agreement, dated Oct.j 
1966, provides that only 
official Government investiga- 
tive bodies and private experts 
by the Kennedy fam- 
ily can see the material for the 
first five years. 

After that period, “any rec- 
ognized expert in the field of 
pathology or rclaic-1 areas of 
science or technology, for 
serious purposes relevant to 
the Investigation of matters re- 
lating to the death of the late 
President.** may ste the Go 
photographs and X-ravs. 

| The agreement specifies that! 
a rrpresen»jti\e •*( t! r Krn ( 
jnrdy family will determine! 
{which researchers hive *\m;ii* 
jable qualifications and serious' 
{purposes.** 

| Dr. Uahmcr said in an inter- 
Ivn-w that it was un-lervt.v-'d 
j between tha Archives oe.«| the 
Kennedy family that III** de 
|ri-inn as to who shall see the 
Continued on Tage 15, Column 1 



KENNEDY X-RAYS 
I SECRET Till. (071 

J r 

Continued From Page 1. C«l. 2 

. material would r-c marie with 

' out discrimination. Unless tlier* 

■re special circumstances, he 
•» said, nnv qualified pathotoglM 
who Is »iu*tving the assassma 
tton mil be allow rd t« sec the 
Items. 

Burk** Marshall, who is acting 
as the Krone. tv l.inulv** rep- 
resentative. cimf u mrd this in- 
lerprHuti.m m a trlei'liou** in 
„->crvievv. 

- V.r ?.!..? dull, who is p*ner.i! 
cnctv-el i.ir ifv* International 
Business Machine* Corporation 
In New York. said. however, 
that after the material had 
been available to evj.r?s f«*. 
simie lima and their n.idioc 1 
haJ h*** "*-»*• 

Kenrviy laindv rimU possible^ 

reject some request* «'«» thi 
ground that it hehrvrtt th** ap- 
plicants* motive w.is nut a 
^serious purp-***** hut pi<t 
morbid curu*>:ty 

Jibes with Description 
The test of the agreement 
•nd the interpretations given 
todav jibe with the ilexcnpt'on 
of the document that was given 
hv Justice Depai tment spokes- 
men when they announced the 
arTangrmeni on Nnv. 1, 

However, the exact wording 
of the agreement was not made 
public until todav. and some 
critics of the W.irren Cnmmtv 
■inn's findings had implied that 
the autopsy material would be 
kept from scholar; for many 

a * * . 

MrhUisha‘1 in a tt-ttef hlX -LS'i 
r 

Pf Ihe Gcrn Tr irS ^ro^ 

fst? a XfoK TSeTSci rrimep i_a r, r^n 
mTTn ui nte- 

n. mre o f ZZ '•JlllP . .inrl [u n perry 
U provides that u successor 
. representative of President 
Kennedy's family may be 
named by Mrs. John F. Ken- 
nedy. In the evert of the death 
or disability of Mrs. Kennedy, a 
successor mav he designated byj 
the President's hrnthcr. Scnatorj 
Jt.vt>**rt F. Kennr.lv, Demoirat, 
of New York. , { 

* The sue. cssii*n continues, 
through an»»t her hrnthcr, Sena-) 
tor hiiward M. Kennedy Should. 
n>| three d.e ur tv itixaMM.l 
the de .ir« tt»»« *»f a repn- xni 
ti-. e shad He t.i-.dr by any- 
n tult 1 hiM of the late Pr-sidem. 
or hv nn i *>f In' MMrr* wi.’i, 
mIsm'o »f other mcndviN* 
of the f irmlv. I 



Book Scores Report 'I 
In • recently nubli-Jted SjoVjl 
that critiv i/.M the Warren re- . 
port. ** Accessories *1 ,r *' l,,r | 

ACtr Sylvia Meagher, live mi- 1 
thor. chi.r^* -I t!*-* 1 * : *'*' ’** It 

«f the transfer of this evidence! | 
to the Archives were nu< h , 
that the photographs nn-J X- * 
ravs will not He m*»-le *va.y: 
■hla to anv Individual -r or 
. rsnlratkm citcrpi a n- w g*w | 
-rmmm: 

ir one is appointed tn further { 
investigate the nsaassinatlJB 
Ihe X-rsys ar*l plfilMgraphs 
were delivered fo the Archives 
on Oct. 30. 1'1‘W. V-ucthcr w..S 
articles of the Presid**nl s cloth | 
|ng that he was weaung when 1 
he was killed. 

Under ihe terms of the ngrer- . 
ment. none of the items will he 
ntarad on puhhc Ouc- 

Ins the live* '«( 'ho p, “\ J r..' h I 
-widow, children, parents, broth- 
ers and sisters. I 

Although Government inve.s- 
tlgamm and persons approved, 
by the Kennedy family rould 
hav® been permitted the 

fitopsy during the first f» v e 
years. Hr. Bahmer said no one I 
had In fact seen then. N« Cov- 
emmert ngoflciei have asked 
hi said, and Mr. Marvha.l said 
be would not authnrtTe any pn- 
“Vata persons to see thiHo until 
Oct. 29. 1971. 

Even after that lime, 
scholars will not U* permiitevl 
to reprodure the itrrm. They 
will be allowed only to examine . 
them and take notes. 
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Mystery Cleans Fate 

5 Of Brain of Kennedy 

. *\ » ■• . *:<;•;• — 

‘ . J ’ * : '* By FRED P. GRAHAM 

/ i' - ' 5?«£U! to T2.t Vrr ?ark T.S4fl 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 2S —dice Department had V.*m 
The preserved brain c( ?n v s!- placed in the Archives and th ** J 
^ient Kennedy, plus nv.crpscopicjDr. Wecht had turned to **cf- 1 
•ilides of tissues removed from fensive” probing becau.* the*) 
?.is bullet wounds, have beer.! evidence in the Archives d.d 
withheld, apparently by thejnot support his doubts abc-.ii* 
Kennedy family, from the as- the official finding that th? as 
sassiqatlon evidence in the Na- sassipation was the dcc-d m jV\ 



tional* Archives, a medical ex- 
pert said today. £.-• ; .*-•". 

The * expert, Dr/ Cyril R 
Wecht, 'was the first critic of 
‘the Warren Commission's . re- 
port on the ‘assassination to be 
allowed to see items from the 
^autopsy on the President.- 
He asserted that questions 
about President Kennedy's 
wounds would remain unan- 
swered so long as these objects 
were not available for exam! 



Lee Harvey Oswald alone, 

- Dr. Wecht spent two days in' 
the Archives last week e.vimirvj] 
Leg the mauriaL He made hist 
assertions afterward in an in-* 
terview at the Archives. ’ j 
Interviews with Government 
officials and President Kc.rr.e-' 
dy’s former personal secretary, 
Evelyn Lincoln, disclosed that* 
the slides and probably the* 
brain, which was removed, 
from the body in the autopsy 



in 1953 and was preserved in , 
nation. A spokesman for the, a conla ] ner c * formalin, \vcre[i 
Kennedy family replied Lh At a! 



evidence requested by the Jus- Continued or. Page 57, Column I f 



New York Times 8/27/72 
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esldcr.t’s brother, 
the materiel wss 



I* the AK“ v »ibS'ew.'^*« «* n»t«?bl wM 

in i ’ :•>• • L ' * r -[ ■■ r~ by Mr- Marshall in 

Mr. Marshall said toai -.‘^i llts. seme cl the Hens on Ad- 

Ii*- » had apparently ent ba^|* j g^t^ev’s invtntor.es 

r- ■ V S ^^^ ! \ 5 rSp deluded. 

1; on Jni'ed tke| Inventor? »pt Secret 



UVU WI wi* - I 

lieved to have pusrd threc^i, 
President Kennedy’s bedy, ar-d. 
of photographs and films taken 
at the scene — miterial never in 
the Kennedy family's posses- 
sion that has been in the Ar- 



- it virtually impossible u.-v ... 

* could have caused such dam-, 

' age, and that the &n*e of its 

* path through President Ken- 

..v- .1 ... npr^v's secretary, amven »^d nedy made it unlikely that it 

ncd'. 's gunshot wounds were t00 £ it away. Mrs. Lincoln said could have struck^ Govemior 
f*r o; "i the rccr, as was concluded t ^at sha had not looked inside Ccnnaliy in the cart* ^ jump 
hv the commission of inquiry lh . ; chest cr read Admiral Buri- j^t in front. J ■ 
ur.l-r the then Chief Justice. lcy *s Inventory. - ' V. ‘ He concluded tha it Oj into 
Eil V.’arreh. •* The full extent ortheitcc: ..^uld not hive, fired the £r« 

bullets bum and that have been withheld ^ma. , uutlets so fast on he 

a conspiracy right there. 

Dr. Wccht ciid that the au- 
topsy pictures and X-rays 
turned over by the Kcnnodv 
family raised two tduiUonaJ 
questions. ' - 

Posi lions o! Wound 

One Is why the wound in th: 
back of President Kenr.ed/s 
head was stated in the Warren 
report to have been four inches 
lower than the pictures show, 
and why the Warren report s 
drawing shows the bullet 
wbtmd in the back to be «v- 
eral inches lower than the 

Ph The gI other is a “little ^ap' 
of loose scalp that is vx>K£* 
just above the hairline on the 
bick left side of the President s 
head. This might have been an 
entrance or exit wound, he 



tii> _ r.s ui uic i*-»**^ 

dcV*s head and bodv had been J would be “objec ilonab.c. 

front tte rear- Sources close to the Kennedy 

£c munition of the brain is family suss^ ed at . 
reccii^ry. Dr. We chi said, be- these might be xr^calreports 
cause photographs of the top that predated the assas-lna- 
o* the removed brain, -which, lion. - * .. . _ • 

were 'shown to him. disclose aj When Mr. 

«-»si - fnreien obic r t that* the material over to the Ar 
&«nJ5l£in « fattened chive, In 19» .It «“«gg ( «g 

; it for five years. When that 
: period expired last year, ssv- 
i orni nhvsleUns wrote to Mr. 



tumor. 

In either event, he sad, it is 
"unacceptable’* that the pujUc 
has never been told want it 
was. He described the cblect as 
a 1 2 Hologram at least cr.e- 
h?!f by three-quarters cf an L 
irrcH In s!ve. j J* 

.Will Ash Inspection 



era! physicians wrote to Mr 
Marshall eilcing to see the 

l !t *tJoril la*t week Mr. Marshall 
had permitted only one exnert, 
Dr. John K. Lattimet of New 

* . • +W-.OT TM: 



”»■' ivoV " W «, L S"TbU but Slu not teco! t* 
of th.* drawn criticism (ram critics o. ported Mbofw-. 



' -Tl?n tXJ I m’l •« — J 

Dr. ’ 'Dr. Wechl said that howouid 

not write to Mr. Marshal J. 

patholo- to Uy all th*s* Jt 




o st nations, a v r l 

.1 ' — ** A-»o;» — - •' 

the Warren Com 
conclusion u ut 



■ • *js £-"ir c e 

a?. bu " 



. >2 the specir'.en.” 

• is standard prxedure "* 1 the rear. 
; to rr.navs the brum { seJ uau ^ 



D?. y w«ht. •!! years bid Is a 
director of the MUbc-h Instt- 
liitTel Ujal Medicine and the 
Institute of Forensic Sciences 
it Duquesne University. He 
also Is a rcseirch professor of 
bw it Duquesne and a pathol- 
ogy instruc'-or at the University 
of Pills burgh School cf Medi- 
cine. from which he obtained 



1 t.> 1 



jT it i.i fcrmnlin to 



^^d that extminn-bis doctorate in IQHL 



' V 



